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be granted; the amount to be fixed by the ordinance submitted to 
the people. 

A majority of votes cast at the election carries the proposition. 

The second main subdivision of the act makes provision that the 
board of trustees may submit the question as to whether the officers 
who are at present elected, or any of them, other than the trustees, 
shall be appointed by the board. The names of the officers to be 
included must be specified on the ballot. If, at the election, a majority 
of those voting on the question vote "Yes," on the expiration of the 
terms of the officers designated, such offices shall be filled by, and 
shall be held subject to, the pleasure of the board. 

The adoption of both of the above propositions, in the language of 
the title of the act, "provides the so-called commission form of 
government." 

Charles Homer Talbot. 

Corrupt Practice Laws. Ohio and New Jersey have been added 
to the list of states with efficient corrupt practice acts, by legislation 
just passed. The Ohio law attempts to restrict the excessive use of 
money in campaigns by requiring a strict accounting of all funds 
used for such purposes and their expenditure only through candidal es, 
political committees or those directly answerable to them. Two or 
more persons co-operating to secure the success or defeat of a political 
party or principle in a campaign, constitute a political committee. 
All committees must operate through treasurers who are responsible 
for compliance with the law in respect to all receipts and disburse- 
ments. Candidates and political treasurers must file itemized state- 
ments of campaign expenses and for the enforcement of the law, 
special proceedings are provided which may be instituted by the 
attorney-general of the state, the prosecuting attorney of the county, a 
candidate voted for at the election, or by five resident, qualified voters. 

Purposes for which campaign funds may be used are limited to those 
incidental to the conduct of public meetings, the maintenance of polit- 
ical headquarters, for securing speakers and for advertising, traveling 
expenses, postage, etc. The law relative to bribery and the intimi- 
dation or interference with electors in the exercise of their right of suf- 
frage is strengthened. Employers are prohibited from attempting to 
influence the political opinions of their employees by displaying 
political notices or making threats. Newspapers and periodicals may 
not lend their columns for the publication of political threats, solic- 
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itations or promises. Amounts which may be expended by candidates 
must not exceed specified sums varying from $5,000 for the office of 
governor to less sums for minor offices, determined upon the basis of 
the number of votes cast for the office in question. For violation of 
the corrupt practice law a fine not exceeding $5,000 may be imposed 
or imprisonment not to exceed six months in the county jail. Can- 
didates violating this law may be disqualified for office. 

The New Jersey act conforms closely to the English law and makes 
a distinct advance in the development of election laws in that state. 
The corruption of the electorate through bribery or threats or through 
the excessive use of campaign funds, illegal voting or registering, col- 
onizing voters, betting on elections and intimidating employees are 
carefully guarded against. Money which may be lawfully expended 
is limited to amounts, varying from $2,500 in the case of a candidate 
for governor to $200 for a candidate for the general assembly. All 
expenditures must be made by the candidates or by the committees 
they have designated and itemized statements of all receipts and dis- 
bursements must be filed. It is made unlawful to use funds to hire 
workers or vehicles to secure the attendance of voters at the polls, or 
to contribute to churches, charitable or eleemosynary institutions 
beyond one's usual contribution. All bills, pamphlets or other adver- 
tisements must bear the name and address of the person authorizing 
their publication. Violation of the corrupt practice law is punished 
by fines and imprisonment and disqualification for office. Violations 
of this law by corporations is punished by fines and the loss of their 
corporate charters. If a candidate fails to file statements of election 
expenses he may not enter upon the duties of his office, but the incum- 
bent holds office until his successor is elected and qualified. Elections 
may be contested on the grounds of deliberate and material violation 
of the corrupt practice law, by any defeated candidate or by twenty- 
five voters of the state. In cases of contests over nominations, the 
court shall pronounce whether the contestant or incumbent was duly 
nominated. 

The legislature of the state of Kansas has adopted provisions now 
found in the election laws of a number of states, prohibiting the use of 
newspapers for political advertisement unless such advertisements are 
designated and bear the name and address of the person causing their 
insertion. It is unlawful to make or receive payments for supporting 
editorially any candidates for public office. Corporations carrying on 
banking, insurance, railroad or any other public utility business, are 
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precluded from contributing to campaign funds under penalty of 
heavy fines for the corporation and for the officers who authorize 
the expenditure. 

The New Hampshire election law is materially strengthened by 
laws passed this spring. Under the provisions of one of these, political 
advertisements in newspapers and periodicals must be designated 
and bear the name and address of a voter responsible for them. By 
another law, political contributions from corporations are forbidden. 
A third law requires the filing of statements of campaign contributions 
by candidates, state political committees and other persons controlling 
campaign funds. These statements must not only be placed on file 
but must be given publicity through the daily press. All contribu- 
tions must be made directly to candidates or political committees. 
Neglecting to comply with the provisions of this law disqualifies a 

candidate for office. 

S. Gale Lowkie. 

Corrupt Practice Laws: Wisconsin. The legislature of Wis- 
consin has enacted a law, the opening section of which defines as 
done for "political purposes" any act of such a nature, performed 
with the intent or in such a way as to influence, directly or indirectly, 
voting at any election or primary; or such act done on account of 
any person having voted, or refrained from voting, or being about to 
vote or refrain from voting at any election or primary. "Disburse- 
ment," for the purposes of this act, is declared to "include every act 
by or through which any money, property, office, or position or other 
valuable consideration is directly or indirectly given, provided, paid, 
expended, promised, pledged, contributed or lent." 

The law provides that no candidate shall make any disbursement 
for political purposes, except in person, through a party committee or 
a personal campaign committee. This personal committee, selected 
by the candidate, may consist of any number of persons, but before 
it can legally make any disbursements, or incur any obligations to 
do so, it shall file with the proper officer a written statement of such 
candidate that the personal committee has been appointed, giving 
the names and addresses of each member and of the secretary. The 
secretary of such committee is required to file, at stated times with 
this same filing officer, statements of all financial transactions of the 
committee. These statements shall give in detail every sum of money, 
all property, or other valuable consideration, or pledge received, 



